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We are privileged to live and make music on the traditional and unceded lands of the 
xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and Sel̓íl̓witulh (Tsleil-Waututh) 

Nations. We appreciate, respect, and are privileged to join our voices with the music that has 
been heard on this coast for thousands of years.

Maurice Duruflé (1902–1986)
• Requiem  Op. 9

• Introit (choir)
• Kyrie (choir)
• Domine Jesu Christe (choir, baritone solo)
• Sanctus (choir)
• Pie Jesu (mezzo-soprano solo)
• Agnus Dei (choir)
• Lux aeterna (choir)
• Libera me (choir, baritone solo)
• In paradisum (choir)

Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943)
• Lux Aeterna: 1. Introitus
• Ave Maria
• Sure on this Shining Night

Dr. Greg Caisley, Director

Soloists Melanie Adams, mezzo-soprano, and David Rosborough, baritone
Featuring David Poon, organ, and Danielle Lee, piano

Duruflé Requiem
& Works by Lauridsen

United Voices Choir presents



Dr. Greg Caisley completed his Doctor of Musical Arts 
in Keyboard Collaborative Arts at the University of 
Southern California. In Vancouver, he has worked as a 
collaborative pianist, choral conductor, and artistic 
director for many arts organizations, and is a past 
president of the Canadian Music Festival Adjudicators’ 
Association. As their Director, he has led the United 
Voices Choir in performances of major works by Bach, 
Mozart, Fauré, Puccini, Lauridsen, and many others. 
Greg is currently the Director of Music at St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church, Vancouver, and is on Faculty at the 
VSO School of Music, where he teaches collaborative 
piano and solo piano lessons and masterclasses.

Our Director

The United Voices Choir (UVC) is an inclusive, auditioned choir based in Vancouver, BC which focuses on larger choral 
works with orchestra and soloists. Under the direction of Dr. Greg Caisley, our energetic, passionate, and talented 
Artistic Director, we have performed works including Bach’s St. John Passion, and Mozart’s Requiem, as well as works by 
Brahms, Vivaldi, Handel, Haydn, Fauré, Poulenc, Puccini, Saint-Saëns, Finzi, Vaughan Williams, and Lauridsen. In the 
past two years, we have performed Cherubini’s Requiem in C minor, Rheinberger’s Mass in C, Handel’s Messiah, Bach’s 
monumental Mass in B minor, Handel’s Dixit Dominus and Coronation Anthems.

The opportunity to learn about and sing major choral works highly motivates us. However, the other key factor that 
draws us to the UVC is the unique privilege of performing wonderful music accompanied by professional musicians and 
soloists. For choral singers who have never been supported by professional instrumentalists and soloists, this is an 
experience that should not be missed, as these professionals bring choral singing to a whole new level. The excitement 
that one feels walking onto the stage as our orchestra warms up is palpable and, once the baton drops and the 
performance begins, singers feel exhilarated, inspired, uplifted, and very fortunate.

We are a friendly, caring, sociable, and supportive group of approximately 60 diverse members. Amongst us you will find 
young people, retirees, and those in between. Our musical skills range from amateur to more advanced singers who all 
share a love of choral music and a desire to sing together with others. We rehearse on Tuesday evenings, September 
through May, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 1130 Jervis St. We also attend occasional 
additional sectionals. 

If you would like to learn more about the United Voices Choir or are interested in joining us, please contact us at 
info@voiceschoir.ca or click the JOIN OUR CHOIR link on our website (voiceschoir.ca).

About the United Voices Choir



For most of the many years that Voices Choir has been in existence, we have presented a fall concert timed to 
coincide with the season changing from light to darkness, and with it bringing a time of reflection and regeneration. 
This fall, we have a special treat for you. Tonight’s concert is a real milestone for the choir. While this concert might 
seem similar in theme to other fall concerts we have done, there are a couple of things that are very different.
United Voices Choir has never before performed a concert without an orchestra of some size or configuration. 
Tonight, we are accompanied only by a piano and an organ—a new adventure for us! Also, we have rarely 
performed works written within the last 100 years. All of the music that you will hear this evening was composed 
since 1940.

Let’s look at what you will hear tonight in more depth. Modernism is often better known in arts other than music: 
the visual, film, and literary arts, for example. In music, modernism is more subtle, representing a shift characterized 
by innovation and experimentation. Composers sought to break free from traditional musical structures and 
conventions, exploring new harmonic, melodic, and sonic possibilities. It is often suggested that the father of 
modernism in music was Claude Debussy, born in 1862. 

French modernism had many adherents, among them organist and composer Maurice Duruflé (1902–1986), whose 
works were mostly composed during the first half of the 20th century. Other French composers from this time 
include Ravel, Messiaen, and Poulenc. Modernism in music evolved over the first 50 years of the 20th 
century. Compare Fauré’s Requiem (composed between 1887 and 1890) with Duruflé’s Requiem (composed in 
1947), for example. Other composers might have written pieces with the same titles, but the harmony, colour, and 
rhythm in Duruflé’s Requiem make his music look and sound quite different. Duruflé’s music also includes influences 
from sacred chant, the sounds of which are woven into the fabric of his Requiem. 

As for the other composer in tonight’s program, one of the results of modernism in France was the importance of 
American composers who also studied in Paris. Well-known composers such as Aaron Copland and Samuel Barber  
studied in Paris, and when that generation of composers returned to the United States to begin teaching and 
working, composers such as Morten Lauridsen were able to take advantage of a more direct compositional approach 
which valued content over form.

Tonight we present this concert of “modern” music, with its new ideas and sounds, which we hope you will enjoy.
The final piece, Lauridsen’s Sure on this Shining Night, encapsulates the theme of fall—darkness to be feared, to be 
wrestled with, and finally to be accepted—using music of comfort and beauty.

Finally, looking ahead to our next season, in May of 2026 we will be presenting arguably the biggest concert we 
have ever done, featuring Mozart’s Great Mass in C minor and Schubert’s Mass in A flat major. We are looking forward 
to preparing performances of these two large works, and hope you will join us again in May. 

Thank you, as always, for your support, and enjoy the concert!
Dr. Greg Caisley

Director’s Notes



Mezzo-soprano Melanie Adams is a prominent member of 
Vancouver’s music community. She has collaborated with 
many musical and theatrical organizations in the Lower 
Mainland, performing everything from early music to creating 
operatic roles in world premieres of new music by prominent 
Canadian composers.
Melanie is also very well known as an ensemble singer. She 
was a member of musica intima for 20 years, and since January 
2012, she has been a soloist and section leader with the 
Vancouver Cantata Singers. She is also the Director of Music for 
Trinity Presbyterian Church in New Westminster. She is also a 
much sought-after clinician and has given masterclasses to 
many choirs and conductors.
Teaching is also a very important facet of Melanie’s career, and 
she owns and operates an active studio in New Westminster. 
Her students have won awards for RCM examinations and 
music festivals. Many of her former students have gone on to 
have music careers of their own. More about Melanie: 
melanieadams.musicteachershelper.com 

David Rosborough (baritone) is an experienced music 
educator, conductor, composer, singer and accompanist 
who is active around the Metro Vancouver area. He has 
taught at Pacific Academy (Surrey, BC) for more than 20 
years, teaching high school choirs and biology. 

He is the assistant conductor of Phoenix Chamber Choir 
and the Associate Artistic Director of the Vancouver 
Cantata Singers, with whom he also regularly appears as a 
chorus member and soloist. David has also appeared as a 
soloist or chorus member with Chilliwack Symphony and 
Chorus, Belle Voci, Pacifica Singers, the Vancouver Chamber 
Choir, Pacific Baroque Orchestra, Vancouver Bach Choir, 
Vancouver Opera, and the Gloria Dei Chorale. David lives in 
Aldergrove, BC, with his wife, Marianne, and daughters 
Kaitlyn and Rebecca.

Soloists



Danielle Lee is a pianist and music educator who pursues 
connection between music and thought with sincerity and 
depth. A versatile collaborative musician, she currently 
accompanies the United Voices Choir and the Vancouver 
Youth Choir.

Her past collaborations include performances with a range 
of community, church, and amateur ensembles such as 
the Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir, Willingdon Church Choir, 
and the Vancouver Oratorio Society. Danielle also brings 
her artistry to diverse stages, having performed at events 
for Candlelight Concerts and the internationally acclaimed 
vocal group Il Divo.

David Poon is a professional organist, choirmaster, 
continuo player, accompanist, teacher, adjudicator, and 
music engraver based on the Sunshine Coast and Lower 
Mainland of British Columbia. A Fellow of the Royal 
Canadian College of Organists, he has played in churches for 
his entire adult life. Now enamoured with Anglican, 
Byzantine, and Roman Catholic liturgy, he has made it his 
mission to increase the airtime of sacred music in both 
church and secular spaces.

David is Director of Music for St John's, Shaughnessy 
Anglican Church; accompanist for Choralations Children's 
Choir; and music director for the Coast Messiah Choir, MOTET 
chamber choir, and Vespersong. He sits on the board for the 
BC RMTA, BC Viols, the SCFPA, and the VdGSA. Outside of 
music, he is often found with too many board games and 
not enough cheese, while trying to convince his wife Sarah 
and their four children to finish the video games they start.

Instrumentalists



Sure On 
This 
Shining 
Night

Sure on this shining night
Of starmade shadows round,
Kindness must watch for me
This side the ground.

The late year lies down the north.
All is healed, all is health.
High summer holds the earth.
Hearts all whole.

Sure on this shining night
I weep for wonder
Wand’ring far alone
Of shadows on the stars.
                                – James Agee

Works by Morten Lauridsen

Lux 
Aeterna: 
Introitus

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, 
et lux perpetua luceat eis.
Te decet hymnus, Deus in Sion, 
et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem; 
exaudi orationem meam, ad te omnis caro veniet.
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, 
et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Eternal rest give to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
A hymn, O God, becometh Thee in Zion, 
and a vow shall be paid to Thee in Jerusalem; 
O Lord, hear my prayer, all flesh shall come to Thee.
Eternal rest give to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Ave 
Maria

Ave Maria, gratia plena: Dominus tecum, benedicta tu 
in mulieribus, et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae, Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and 
at the hour of our death, Amen.

Texts and Translations

Soprano
Mary Amos
Nellie Cheng
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Texts and Translations (continued)
Requiem, Op. 9 by Maurice Duruflé 

Introit

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, 
et lux perpetua luceat eis.
Te decet hymnus, Deus in Sion, 
et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem;
exaudi orationem meam, ad te omnis caro veniet.
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, 
et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Eternal rest give to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
A hymn, O God, becometh Thee in Zion, 
and a vow shall be paid to Thee in Jerusalem; 
O Lord, hear my prayer, all flesh shall come to Thee.
Eternal rest give to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Kyrie Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison. Lord have mercy on us, Christ have mercy on us. Lord have mercy on us.

Domine 
Jesu 
Christe

Domine Jesu Christe, Rex gloriae, 
libera animas omnium fidelium
defunctorum de poenis inferni et de profundo lacu.
Libera eas de ore leonis, ne absorbeat eas tartarus, 
ne cadant in obscurum. 
Sed signifer sanctus Michael repraesentet eas in lucem 
sanctam, quam olim Abrahae promisisti et semini ejus.
Hostias et preces tibi, Domine, laudis offerimus.
Tu suscipe pro animabus illis, quarum hodie memoriam 
facimus, fac eas, Domine, de morte transire ad vitam 
quam olim Abrahae promisisti et semini ejus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, 
deliver the souls of all the faithful departed 
from the pains of hell and from the deep pit.
Deliver them from the lion’s mouth that hell engulf them not, 
nor they fall into darkness. 
But that Michael, the holy standardbearer, bring them into the holy 
light, which Thou once didst promise to Abraham and his seed.
We offer Thee, O Lord, sacrifices and prayers of praise; 
do Thou accept them for those souls whom we this day commemorate; 
grant them, O Lord, to pass from death to the life 
which Thou once didst promise to Abraham and his seed.

Sanctus

Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis! 
Benedictus, qui venit in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis!

Holy, Lord God of hosts. 
The heavens and the earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He Who cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!

Pie Jesu Pie Jesu Domine, dona eis requiem sempiternam. Gentle Lord Jesus, grant them eternal rest.

Agnus Dei Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
dona eis requiem sempiternam.

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world:
grant them eternal rest.

Lux 
Aeterna

Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine, 
cum sanctis tuis in aeternum,
quia pius es. Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine,
et lux perpetua luceat eis.

May light eternal shine upon them, O Lord, 
with Thy saints forever,
for Thou art kind. Eternal rest give to them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Libera Me

Libera me, Domine, de morte aeterna,
in die illa tremenda, quando coeli movendi sunt et terra,
dum veneris judicare saeculum per ignem.
Tremens factus sum ego et timeo dum discussio venerit
atque ventura ira, quando coeli movendi sunt et terra.
Dies illa, dies irae, calamitatis et miseriae, 
dies magna et amara valde. 
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, 
et lux perpetua luceat eis.
Libera me, Domine, de morte aeterna,
in die illa tremenda, quando coeli movendi sunt et terra,
dum veneris judicare saeculum per ignem.

Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal death
on that dreadful day when the heavens and the earth shall be moved,
and Thou shalt come to judge the world by fire.
I quake with fear and I tremble awaiting the day of account and the 
wrath to come, when the heavens and the earth shall be moved.
Day of mourning, day of wrath, of calamity, of misery, 
the great day, and most bitter.
Eternal rest give to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal death 
on that dreadful day when the heavens and the earth shall be moved, 
and Thou shalt come to judge the world by fire.

In 
Paradisum

In Paradisum deducant Angeli 
in tuo adventu suscipiant te Martyres 
et perducant te in civitatem sanctam Jerusalem.
Chorus Angelorum te suscipit et cum Lazaro 
quondam paupere aeternam habeas requiem. 

May the angels receive them in Paradise, 
at thy coming may the martyrs receive thee
and bring thee into the holy city Jerusalem.
There may the chorus of angels receive thee, and with Lazarus, 
once a beggar, may thou have eternal rest.
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Stay tuned for details on voiceschoir.ca

Schubert’s Mass in A flat major 
and

Mozart’s Great Mass in C Minor

JOIN US IN MAY 2026 for




